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A Vicar’s Christmas Wish

I do not know about you but for me

December is the month of the year
when I get excited because of, yes,
Christmas and all the preparations
around it, but also because it is the
time of the year when new beginnings are on the horizon. The days
around Christmas are the time when
I look both ways. I look back to the
time God’s Son took flesh, made
himself vulnerable and lived among
mortals, as well as back to the year
which draws to a close. I also look to
the future as the new year is around
the corner. Looking back, I feel
gratitude. Looking forward, I dream
and hope.
As I look back to the year 2018, I feel
grateful for all the good things that
have happened or rather that have
been done in our parish; we had an
exciting start of the year with the
baptism of four new members of
our church in January and February. Then, Lent was a time of fruitful
preparations for Easter, with the
Lent Groups being a great success.
We also prepared the church building for Easter by redecorating the
kitchen and the lounge area.
In the summer the 1st July was a
memorable day when two of our
own were confirmed by Bishop
Rob and then many of us enjoyed
the sunshine and tasty food at the
vicarage garden party. The Leaver’s
Service on 15th July was another
wonderful celebration at which we
prayed for the Y6 pupils and their
families. The Parish BBQ turned
out to be great success despite the
timing in the month... Then, while
for most communties August is the
‘quiet’ month of the year, August
2018 was for us the month when
we welcomed two more members
of our church community through
baptism.

As autumn approached September was the month leading to our
very successful Barn Dance and the
celebration of the Harvest Festival.
October could not pass as the “dull”
month... Many children enjoyed
their sleep over and breakfast in
church. November was the month
when a very successful Autumn Fair
preceded the Remembrance Day,
when we marked the centenary of
the armistice by a poignant service.
As the year draws to a close December has been the month of intense
preparations for Christmas. The choir
has prepared assiduously and then
enchanted us at the Carol Service.
The Sunday Club is rehearsing
joyfully for the Nativity Play to which
we hope you will be joining us on
the 24th December at 4.00 pm. As
the preparations get more intense,
I am looking forward to welcoming you at our Midnight Mass on
Christmas night and at our Family
Eucharist on Christmas Day.
Our everyday life as a Christian
community has been constantly
nourished through our services,
through the work of our Sunday
Club leaders, and through the collaboration with our school throughout the year.
I hope you agree with me in saying that despite being something
of a hidden little building, our
church is the home of a vibrant
parish community and for that I am
truly grateful. Obviously, all that
is done in and around our church
is the outcome of the work of so
many dedicated people. I would like
to take this opportunity and thank
everyone who has worked with us
this past year and made so many
good things possible.

Looking forward, I dream and hope
that more people living in East
Finchley will come to discover what
a treasure they have in their midst.
It is my conviction that many of
those walking or driving by our little
church have no idea about what a
wonderful and welcoming community gathers in that building every
Sunday of the year. This fills my heart
with sadness.
So, my wish this Christmas is that
the people of East Finchley may be
intrigued by the presence of our
little church, may become more
curious and cross the threshold of
our door, and when they do so, may
be touched by God through us, the
people of Holy Trinity Parish Church,
here since 1846.
May you have a blessed time at
Christmas and may my Christmas
wish come true! A happy and
blessed New Year to everyone!
Fr Marius

H T News

December 2018

Autumn Fair Extravaganza
The Autumn Fair was a rip roaring success this
year, not only because it was opened by Topsie
Redfern the fabulous drag queen (see P9 of the
December Archer), but because everyone chipped
in and did their bit marvellously.
It was my first time organising and with two industrious helpers, Stroma and Cristina, we made
a great team and sharing out the tasks made it all
the more manageable. We started the planning
early in September, to make sure we had enough
coverage on all the usual stalls, plus some new
ones.
The Bottle tombola went down a storm and was
practically decimated in the first hour! The Mulled
Wine was also an excellent addition, it was tasty,
hot and rather alcoholic. Hic! Good job I wasn’t
driving.
There was an emphasis on children’s activities
again this year and I got the best compliment
when a little boy said the “Spin to Win a Beanie
Baby” was his favourite game. I’d better start thinking now how I can top that in 2019…
Val did us all proud with her sterling work on the
raffle, it is our biggest earner making nearly £800!
followed by the café and the cake stall. In total
we raised over £2,400 which is a huge amount for
the Church – many thanks to all who donated, ran
stalls, baked and spent!

Dancing the night away
This year’s annual Harvest Barn Dance was a
fabulous success as always! The hall was filled to
capacity with revellers. The children put the rest of
us to shame with their do-si-do-ing although they
weren’t always so adept at forming a circle or a
straight line, a feat which
often defeats the adults too!
The dance floor was continually packed with
swirling, laughing dancers except during a well
deserved break for Sarah’s lovely spag bol!

We are already looking forward to repeating this
fantastic event in 2019 and to our great delight MC
Sue announced that as far as Holy Trinity Church
is concerned, her retirement has been postponed
indefinitely.
Many thanks to everyone who helped set up the
church before and after the dance and to those
who supported with the cooking and serving. May
the church be lit up many more times by joyous
nights like these!
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Snores, S’mores and Marmalade Sandwiches
It’s been a couple of years but
the Church Youth Sleepover
happened again in the middle of
October. Nearly 20 children and
a few adults arrived from 7pm for
a night of – depending on your
age – riotous fun or back-breaking
discomfort. For the first few hours
the children made their own pizzas
for supper and then (after a careful
health and safety risk assessment)
made s’mores by dint of using
a blow torch on a marshmallow
and sandwiching it between two
chocolate digestive biscuits.
We had group games – balloon
volleyball, Gospel Corners, Wink
murder and a particularly ruthless
game of Mafia where Izzy Mauger
managed to fool or assassinate
all the villagers prior to a nailbiting duel with the last surviving
villager from which she emerged
victorious.

the thought that we were simply
too old for this nonsense now!
But most children had a solid 6-7
hours and were then refreshed and
ready for a bacon sandwich being
dished out around 8am. It was all
hands on deck trying to return
the Church to a semblance of
respectability in time for the 10am
service but we did not manage
the same with the children. Many
of them attended still in their
pyjamas!
It was a splendid effort by all, and
enough money was raised for the
Sunday Club to replenish its craft
cupboard and buy some decent
felt tip pens.

Then beds were blown up, onesies
were donned, corn was popped
and everyone snuggled down in
the dark to watch Paddington 2
before it was time to go to sleep.
For Sarah and Tam sleep was
somewhat interrupted – partly
by the sound of 20+ people all
turning over on their airbeds on
a hard church floor, and partly by

Holy Trinity School Fair

We had an exciting time at the
fair on December 1st with animal
handling provided by Freightliners Farm, a visit by a local fire
engine and Santa popped by
(his reindeer were still in Lapland) and lots of Christmas crafts
including biscuit decorating and
games. We raised over £2,500
from the fair, we are very grateful to our sponsors and for the
donations we had.

Nativity Rehersals in Full Swing

Artistic director and script writer extraordinaire Sarah Tyner
and her troupe of helpers are busily finalising this years
Nativity Play. With almost 30 actors taking part, it looks to
be one of the boldest productions attempted in Holy Trinity.
Please join us for a one off performamce starting at 4pm on
Christmas Eve. No ticket required.

Sunday Club...
Please remember that Nativity rehearsals will continue
this Sunday 23rd December. Sunday Club will not meet on
December 30th but will return to normal in the new year
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Christmas Comes to Holy Trinity
Marking the earth-shattering events of Christmas
started early this year. In company with many other
churches, we held our Festival of Carols and Readings just over a week before the big day. So, even if
you missed that, you most certainly haven’t blinked
and missed Christmas itself.
The service was a real treat. The readings took us,
with clarity and assurance, from the earliest times
to Christ’s revelation to the world. We heard, once
again, the huge significance of that simple birth, in
the humblest of
surroundings.
But the key to unlocking and emphasising some of
that significance lay in the music which
accompanied and embellished each step of our
journey. There were familiar carols to sing, of
course. But the highlight was our ever growing, in
numbers and ability, group of singers and instrumentalists. It was a real joy to see the young people,

we knew as babes themselves, singing and playing
alongside the adults whose talent we have become
used to appreciating. Wiebke marshals these diverse resources with huge sensitivity, making it a
fantastic community, as well as musical, event. It
takes considerable dedication to the task. Thank
you.
This year the highlight was Bach’s Chorale Fantasia and ‘Sleepers Awake’ enabling both choir and
instrumentalists to shine, but also underlined that
special part music can play in illuminating our faith.
And the footnote? The mulled wine and mince pies
were popular too!
Do be sure to join us for the services over
Christmas. Hopefully the descants to the carols will
continue to ring round the church. We will certainly
be celebrating the very special moment when the
human relationship with God changed beyond
measure and forever.

A Christmas Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson
Loving Father,
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Contact Details

A Dryer New Year?

Churchwardens:
Chinelo Nwajiobi 020 8365 2271
chinelo.nwajiobi@htef.org.uk
Simon Woods 020 8883 3293
Simon.woods@htef.org.uk

November and December have been quite rainy and consequently,
the buckets collecting the water leaking through the roof of our
church have been out constantly. I am happy to report that following the persistent hard work of Simon Woods, one of our church
wardens, our Planning Application for alterations to the two windows in the gallery has finally been approved. A heartfelt thank you
to Simon for all his hard work on that. We hope to be able to start
working on fixing the leaks sometime in the first half of 2019. However, there is still so much more to be done in preparation for that,
especially from the financial point of view.

Priest in Charge:
Fr Marius Mirt 020 3565 4430
marius.mirt@htef.org.uk
The Vicarage,
91 Church Lane,
N2 0TH.

Reader:
Stephen Hiscock 020 8905 5178
stephen.hiscock@htef.org.uk
Lettings Officer:
Sonia Singham 020 8444 7494
sonia.singham@htef.org.uk
Newsletter Editor:
Paul Jones
newsletter@htef.org.uk

Big Shoes to Fill
On behalf of everyone at Holy Trinity I would like to say a big thank you to
Paula for all her hard work in creating the HT newsletters for the last four and a
half years. This being my first foray into publishing I’m only just realising what
a task this is and am slightly in awe of Paula’s editorial and layout skills!
Also, a thank you to all the contributers to this edition of the newsletter;
Alexandra, Tamarin, Sarah, Stephen and Marius all of whom have helped make
this, my first Newsletter a relatively stress free afair.
Paul Jones

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
A diary of forthcoming events.
December 24th

4pm

Nativity Play

December 24th

11.30pm

Christmas Midnight Mass		

December 25th

10am

Christmas Day Family Eucharist

January 6th

10am

The Epiphany - Parish Eucharist

February 3rd

8pm

Candlemass - Parish Eucharist

March 6th

8pm

Ash Wednesday Service

March 13th

10am

Lent Service

March 20th

8pm

Lent Service

March 27th

8pm

Lent Service

April 3rd

8pm

Lent Service

April 10th

8pm

Lent Service

April 15th

10am

Palm Sunday Parish Eucharist

April 17th

8pm

Holy Wednesday Service

Also, note that Confirmation will take place on May 19th 2019
Comments or suggestions? Send them to Paul at newsletter@htef.org.uk

