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HolyTrinityNews
APCM Summary
On Sunday 29th April we held our Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (APCM) and during the service the 
congregation were ‘treated’ to a series of short annual 
reports from various officers of the church in lieu of a 
sermon. 

We heard from our Priest in Charge, Father Marius, 
the Churchwardens, our Treasurer, our Sunday 
Club Leader, our Electoral Roll Officer and the PCC 
Secretary. 

All provided an overview of the last 12 months and 
the challenges for the year ahead. Copies of their full 
reports are available in the Church but here are some of 
the highlights. 

Father Marius thanked us all for our contribution to 
the life of the church, for being in church on Sundays, 
our financial gifts and for offering our skills and time to 
serve others. 

Attendance has been constant throughout the year 
and more at special times of the year. Father Marius 
particularly noted that the Good Friday service for 
children was a great success with 34 children and 25 
adults attending. 

Simon Woods, one of our Churchwardens, reported on 
the fabric of the church with the main concern being 
the overhaul of the roof and if possible the Bellcote. 
David Bellis Architects have been instructed to arrange 
a full survey of the church to assist with planning and 
grant applications. 
Simon was delighted to report that the Church lounge 
was painted by willing volunteers and we now have a 
new cooker, generously funded by a member of the 
congregation. 

Our Treasurer, Stephen Hiscock, reported that we 
incurred a relatively small deficit of around £1,200 
however with good levels of reserves this is not a 
problem on its own. Three concerns for the future are, 
we received a one off donation of £5,000 which clearly 
can’t be relied on every year. Rental income was down 
from last year and the Autumn fair contributed over 
£2,000. 

Stephen also mentioned the introduction of tokens that 
are available at the back of the church before the service 
starts for those who pay by direct debit or standing 
order, to put into the collection plate. Hopefully they 
will serve as a reminder as to just what a vital part 
regular giving plays in the church’s financial wellbeing. 

Tamarin Arden, our Sunday Club leader informed us 
that the Sunday Club continues to attract a constant 
number of children, and thanked the congregation for 
the support it gives to the Sunday Club by listening 
and applauding the children when they do their 
presentations each Sunday. 

After the service two important meetings took place: 
Firstly, at the Vestry meeting, nominees for 
Churchwarden were duly elected and we are grateful 
that Chinelo Nwajiobi and Simon Woods will continue 
to serve together. 
Secondly, at the APCM itself further elections were 
conducted. 

Proposed and elected to the Parochial Church Council 
for this year are seven lay members: John Anderson, 
Tamarin Arden, Alexandra Denye, Paula Quiddington, 
Sarah Tyner, Stroma Leith, and David Smith. Also 
present at future meetings will be: Fr Marius Mirt; the 
churchwardens, Chinelo Nwajiobi and Simon Woods; in 
his capacity as Treasurer, Deanery Synod representative 
and Lay Reader, Stephen Hiscock and in her capacity 
as Deanery Synod representative and Church Lettings 
Officer, Sonia Singham. 

Thirteen people were also elected to be members of the 
‘Welcome Team’ for the next year. 

Copies of minutes for the Vestry meeting and APCM 
are available in the church. Should you have any 
questions, would like to join the Welcome Team or the 
PCC (we still have spaces!) do let me know. 

I continue to enjoyed my tenure as PCC Secretary and 
am looking forward to more spirited discussions in the 
coming year.  
Alexandra Denye, PCC Secretary

Prayer
Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts 
may all be holy. 
Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may 
be holy. 
Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may love only 
what is holy. 
Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may defend all 
that is holy. 
Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I may always be holy. 
(St. Augustine)
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Following the Confirmation service 
earlier this month, we welcome the 
opportunity to get to know one of our 
newest members of the Holy Trinity 
family, Toju.

Full name  please: 
Toluwaloju Osoba 

Where were you born?
Republic of Ireland 

Brothers and sisters? 
One sister: Moroti Osoba  

How long have you lived in N2?
Close to two years now. 

Tell us a bit about your educational 
background. 
Most of my years in school took place in 
Nigeria, up until the end of year 10. After 
year 10, I moved out here and continued 
my education at Bishop Douglass 
Catholic School in the September of 
2016. Fast forward to now and I am still 
at BD moving unto my second year of A 
Levels.

When did you first decide to join the 
church? 
When I found out there was a church 
close-by in the area. I would say shortly 
after I moved to East Finchley. 

What do you like to do with your free 
time? 
I enjoy reading books, watching movies, 
playing games.

Do you have a favourite sport?
My favourite sport is football. 

What is the most interesting country 
you have ever visited? 
Probably Dubai.

Where would you like to go next? 
I’m not sure... there are a lot of countries 
I’d like to visit: Spain, France, Greece, 
America. 

What’s the scariest thing you’ve ever done? 
I don’t think there are any particular 
scary things I have ever done. What 
comes to mind are roller-coasters. 

Tea or coffee? None.
Good book or good movie? Good movie 
Cats or dogs? Dogs.
Nice walk or sit on the beach? Sit on the 
beach
Summer or winter? Summer
City or country? City 
Morning or evening? Evening
Email or phone? Email
Evening Chips or spaghetti? Chips

Church Team Interview.

A Weekend of 
Celebration
A couple of days ago a neighbour 
asked me what we did in church 
Last Sunday. The reason he asked 
was because he saw two beautifully 
dressed young people walking into 
church and so, he wondered if 
anything special had taken place. I 
answered him that that our Bishop 
was with us and that the two young 
people were confirmed during the 

service. And so, images flashed 
back to my mind and I smiled as I 
remembered how wonderfully we had 
started the month of July. 

Bishop Rob was welcomed by a vivid 
Holy Trinity congregation. As we 
accompanied our two confirmation 
candidates, we prayed, listened to 
God’s word, shared in the Holy 
Communion, and were reminded that 
we are meant to be a dwelling for the 
Holy Spirit. To be ‘a home’ to God is 
the best we could be. 

Bishop Rob stayed with us after the 
service and enjoyed the tasty food our 
own had provided for the vicarage 
garden party. It was a great, sunny and 
fun afternoon. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my gratitude to all those 
who have helped us to make last 
Sunday a big success: those who have 
help with the service, the choir, the 
servers and the welcome team. Also, a 
big ‘Thank you’ to all those who have 

contributed to the cheerfulness of our 
party in the vicarage’s garden. 

Unfortunately, many of our 
parishioners could not make it on the 
day. Therefore, I would like to invite 
everyone to our next social, which is 
the Parish BBQ, on the 22nd July. 

While I can only hope that the 
weather will be great, I can certainly 
promise quality burgers and sausages, 
nicely cooked on a real charcoal fire... 

I do hope to see you then! 
Fr Marius
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You may not know this, but David 
Smith has been a governor at Holy 
Trinity Primary for 42 years. This year 
however, will be his last, culminating 
in the end of year Governoring Body 
meeting on Tuesday 10th July. 

To commemorate David’s lifelong 
dedication to the school, Matt Beavan 
wrote this wonderful article for the 
Archer newspaper, earlier this month. 

This summer, David Smith will stand 
down from his role as a governor at the 
Outstanding-rated Holy Trinity School. 
It’s a position he’s relished for 42 years. 
But his relationship with the school goes 
back much further.

David was a pupil at the primary school, 
originally located in East End Road, 
between 1944 and 1951. It was quite 
different then, with over 500 children 
and up to 45 in each class. “Some of the 
teachers struck fear into you when you 
entered the school,” he remembers, “but 
it was an exciting time.” As a child during 
the war, he recalls the thrill of hearing 
doodlebugs flying over the area.

“And then there’s the day I shot my 
teacher,” he says with relish. “I was in 
class 6. The deputy head, Mr Davis, 
handed me a replica gun and asked me 
to turn up late for his lesson. When we 
started to argue, I was to pull the gun 

from my pocket and shoot him.” The 
class then had to write a description of 
what they’d seen. “There was no panic – 
these children had lived through a war 
after all.”

It was this inspirational backdrop that led 
David into the teaching profession and, 
eventually, to his return to Holy Trinity 
as a governor in March 1976.

One of David’s fondest memories as 
governor is helping put together a 
week of festivities for the school’s 150th 
anniversary in 1997. These included a 
play written by local actress Carolyn 
Pickles, with pupils recreating the history 
of East Finchley. Fifty years earlier, David 
had been a pupil during the school’s 
centenary celebrations in 1947.

“It’s a small school these days, but it sets 
incredibly high standards in academic 
performance, sport and even the school 
choir. The governors do a fantastic job 

keeping it on track.”

On 2 May, David led a farewell 
celebration assembly at the school. “I 
wanted to emphasise that the children 
are the essential element in the evolving 
story of their school: no children, no 
school.” “The years have just slipped by,” 
he reflects. “You start doing something, 
and you don’t stop.”

Head of Governors, Paula Quiddington, 
attended the emotional farewell. “We’ve 
been extremely lucky to benefit from 
David’s extensive knowledge for the last 
42 years. We wish him a long and happy 
retirement, and thank him for his part 
in making Holy Trinity the outstanding 
school it is today.”

As he steps down from the role, David 
has plenty of plans – not least, getting 
some of his many stories down in 
writing to pass on to his grandchildren. 
His legacy to the school will never be 
forgotten, however, particularly for those 
classmates during a certain lesson in 
1951.

Holy Trinity has a strong, committed 
team of school governors. From time to 
time, vacancies arise on the board and 
applications are welcome from the wider 
community. If you’d like to find out more 
email: governors@holytrinity.barnet.
sch.uk 

David Smith - School Governor Extraordinaire!

Parish Giving - Please join our Scheme
About 50% of Holy Trinity people give regularly to 
support the church, by standing order or direct debit. 
The glass is either half empty or half full depending 
on how you look at it! And, of course, a big thank you 
to those in the half full bit. Your generosity is really 
appreciated. The other 50% have had a letter from the 
churchwardens asking if they can join those already 
involved. If you have not yet responded please, please 
do so if you possibly can. Regular giving makes a huge 
difference to the financial well being of the church and, in
deed, its very viability. 
More forms are available at the back of church if you have 
mislaid yours. 
Use the tokens.
Tokens are now provided at each service for those in 
the Giving Scheme to put in the collection. In that way 
everyones contribution is acknowledged when the bread, 
the wine and the collection are brought forward during 
the Offertory. 
I really do hope this is a year when we get the Holy Trinity 
finances back on a more even keel. 
Stephen Hiscock 

World Cup Prayer Space
Praying for your opponents! Quite a novel idea. But that 
is exactly what the children at Holy Trinity School had an 
opportunity to do very recently. Every child visited the 
Prayer Space and thought about the problems facing many 

other countries 
less fortunate than 
us. That included 
Panama and 
Columbia. The 
children also thought 
and prayed about the 
things they would 
like to see more of 
in their ideal world 
and the skills (not 

necessarily with a ball) they could ask God to develop in them, 
so that they could become the best that they can be. This was 
the first of what we hope will be a number of initiatives to keep 
prayer at the heart of our shared community. 

Do continue to pray for the School, its children and staff, and 
look out for opportunities to get involved. 



A diary of forthcoming events. 
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And finally...

Comments or suggestions? Send them to Paula at newsletter@htef.org.uk

July 15th 10am HT School Leavers’ Service

July 18th 8pm PCC Meeting

July 22nd  Parish BBQ - after the Parish Eucharist

September 19th 8pm PCC Meeting 

September 29th   Barn Dance

September 30th 10am Harvest Festival

November 10th  Autumn Fair

November 11th 10am Rememberance Sunday

November 21st 8pm PCC Meeting

November 25th 10am Christ the King - Parish Eucharist

December 2nd 10am Advent Sunday - Parish Eucharist

December 5th  Advent Group

December 12th  Advent Group

December 16th 5pm Carol Service

December 19th  Advent Group

December 24th 4pm Nativity Play

December 24th 11.30 Midnight Mass

December 25th 10am Family Eucharist

Contact Details
Priest in Charge:
Fr Marius Mirt, 020 3565 4430
marius.mirt@htef.org.uk
The Vicarage, 91 Church Lane, 
N2 0TH.

Churchwardens:
Chinelo Nwajiobi, 020 8365 2271 
chinelo.nwajiobi@htef.org.uk
Simon Woods, 020 8883 3293

Reader:
Stephen Hiscock, 020 8905 5178 
stephen.hiscock@htef.org.uk

Lettings Officer:
Sonia Singham, 020 8444 7494 
sonia.singham@htef.org.uk

News from Aus
Former parishoner Sam Hattrick, who moved to Australia a 
couple of years ago, is working on a very exciting project for BBC 
WorldWide & ABC (Australia).
Here is a bit of information and a link to an article and a clip. 
Congratulations Sam, we hope it goes well and look forward to 
seeing it!
‘Ludo Studio is producing a new 52 x 7 min animation Series 
Bluey for ABC and BBC Worldwide. We’re about to go into 
production through 2018.
Bluey is about the adventures of a family of Blue Heeler dogs, 
Bandit, Chilli and their two daughters Bluey and Bingo. It’s about 
the idiosyncratic games kids play and also an observational 
comedy about life at the coalface of modern parenting.’ 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-31/brisbane-made-bluey-
animated-tv-show-coming-abc-bbc-2019/9271872


